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On behalf of Florida Farm Bureau Federation and the County Alliance for Responsible
Environmental Stewardship (CARES) Program, we would like to thank you for your continued
support. Since 2013, our partnership has paved the way for the CARES program to grow and
prosper in the Mosaic area.

Over the last three years, 72 producers have been recognized with a CARES award. The signs
that have been placed on these farms and ranches serve as a tool to educate and demonstrate
to the public that Florida agriculture is actively involved in protecting our natural resources by
implementing sound environmental management and nutrient stewardship practices.

Your contributions have given us the opportunity to highlight these producers that are
committed to protecting and preserving natural resources in our state. Florida Farm Bureau and
the CARES program will continue to tell these stories as we promote and support agriculture and
as we educate those outside of agriculture on the great strides that are being made to protect
the environment.

Thank you for your continued support.
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Through the 2016 Mosaic Grant cycle, we accomplished our goals of increasing the awareness of the CARES
program while also educating on the importance of implementing Best Management Practices (BMPs) on
Florida's farms and ranches.

We provided producers and the general public with information and updates on BMPs through educational
workshops and printed material. We recognized farmers and ranchers for their commitment to environmental
stewardship at County Annual Meetings in five Mosaic area counties. We hosted the first CARES Appreciation
Dinner to honor and recognize 84 past recipients for their continued efforts and dedication to protecting our
natural resources. And, we continued to bring attention to past CARES recipients with videos, social media
posts, and feature articles and advertisements in both Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine and In the Field Magazine.

Through these collaborations we have shown the great lengths our producers go to protect and preserve
Florida's natural resources. With your support, we have witnessed a surge in growth of the CARES program in
the Mosaic region, which indicates the true value of this partnership.
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We developed four video projects to highlight stewardship practices of CARES recipients in the Mosaic area.
These 3-4 minute videos were produced by Michael Egger and released quarterly on the CARES Facebook
page and website, Florida Farm Bureau website, Facebook page and YouTube channel and the Mosaic website.
The videos were created to tell the story of ‘This Farm CARES’and how the participants are voluntarily putting
Best Management Practices (BMPs) into place for the future of not only their ranches and farms, but for future
generations. These videos were made and promoted to raise awareness of BMPs, highlight agriculture in the
Mosaic area, and drive membership and recognition of Florida Farm Bureau.

DeSoto County Hardee County Manatee County Sarasota County
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https://youtu.be/9Z95m-EdsFY https://youtu.be/RJI2DPmDiRns https://youtu.be/DPvGtzg6eE0 https://youtu.be/t3mzAmk7IWE




We collaborated with In The Field Magazine to reach individuals with a direct link to agriculture. Visibility of the
CARES logo and feature stories of CARES recipients highlighted our continued efforts to recognize the farmers
and ranchers who are protecting Florida’s natural resources. The full-page articles linked to the featured farm or

ranch videos and were published quarterly.

In The Field Magazine Stats Overview:

Monthly Distribution (print): 15,000
8,300 free pick up at various locations
5,700 Direct Mailed-Hillsborough County
1,000 Direct Mailed-Polk County

Social Media:
Facebook Page: 4,000+ followers
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ARMCARES.ORG
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Published June 2016

Mosaic

THISFARM

CARES

Central Florida Farm Plugs
Customer Service and
Envirenmental Stewardship
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The Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine campaign
consisted of full and half-page ads, feature stories,
social media posts and blogs. Our goal was to
reach young professionals and families without
direct ties to agriculture and to educate and raise
their awareness of the commitment that Florida’s
producers have made to providing fresh and
sustainable commodities while also protecting and
preserving the natural resources on and around
their property.

Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine Stats Overview:

Monthly Distribution (print):
15,000 free pick-up at various locations
12,000 strategically mailed
3,000 distributed at family-targeted events

Monthly Readership:
Print Magazine: 75,000+ readers
Digital Magazine: 35,000 page views

Social Media:
Facebook Page: 25,800+ followers
Twitter Page: 11,000+ followers
Blog Page: 350 hits per week

Farenting
2016
Distribution and Readership

Monthly Distribution:

FPrint Magazine
¥ 15,000 are available for free pick up at these locations: tampabayparenting.com /find-the-
magazine
# 12,000 are mailed to the demegraphic groups which are listed on our media kit:
thparenting.com /mediakit
» 3,000 distributed at family targeted events
» Hillshorough 45%, Pinellas 399, Pasco 18%, Polk 8%, Sarasota 4%, Other 4%

Digital Magazine
¥ Digital edition of the magazine available online and mobile devices
¥ Hillshorough 35%, Pinellas 29%, Polk 28%, Pasco 21%, Sarasota 14%, Hernando 9%, Citrus
7%, Manatee 5%, Other 49

Television Segment
Parenting Segment runs on ABC Action News, Thursdays at 12pm and Saturdays at 9am.

Monthly Readership:
Print Magazine - 75,000 + readers
Digital Magazine - 35,250 page views

Online
¥ ENewsletter, www.thparenting.com /enewsletter: 17,500 subscribers
¥» TBParentingcom: 252,500 page views per month
# Social Media:
o Facehook.com /tampabayparentingmagazine: 25,800+ followers
o Twitter.com/thparenting: 11.000+ followers
o Blog: Averages about 350 hits per week
o Parenting With Angela.com: Awverages 29,000 page views per month
Television
¥ Parenting Segment on ABC Action News twice a week reaches approx. 288,000+ viewers
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THIS FARM
CARES

For 15 years, the CARES program has recognized
farmers and ranchers who are commilted
to protecting Florida's natural resources.

“0ut Family is corvmitiod 15 Srodectesg the avironmen
whii LaEGUang our walar and g
or futute genarabions.”

Published October, November and December 2016

Florida dairy farmers, Brad and Meghan are one of more
than %00 Flosida farms that have been
recognized for their cutstanding envirenmental

THIS FARM S
They proudly provide Florida milk for their family and yours.
c A R E S ¥R you
W TR TSI 0 ot Proid spont "w

Published January and February 2017
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The This Farm CARES Facebook page has more than 2,280 page likes and is used to promote This Farm CARES
recipients, BMPs and natural resource conservation. Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine highlighted CARES farmer videos
regularly on their own Facebook page and tagged the This Farm CARES Facebook page in each post.

¥ Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine

st e
Lightsey Cattie Company is owned and operated by brothers Cary and
Layne Lightsey. The Lightsay family is committed to preserving and
protecting their land. As leaders in the agricultural community, they are
dedicated to continuing the ranching culture, always looking for innovative
ways 1o ensure the farms and ranches remain economically strong and
environmentally rich. #Farm #Family #Preservation Florida Farm Bureau
Federation This Famm CARES

www thisfarmeares.org

Published September 2016

FE Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine

“We love this tand.” - The Watkins. Family, cwners of CR. Melear Dairy in
Lol Springs

Cur friends al Thes Farm CARES shared 1his video with s bo give you an
inside koo al how the Watkins famiy is working 0o sustain and probect thes
land s0 they can pass it on lo the next generation. Among (hedr mary
sustainable pracices—recycling water and feeding Their dairy cows feed
mace oul of citnues pulp which is appanenily not only nutrtous. bt

Published November 2016
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m Tampa Bay Parenting Magazine
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Buckhorm Mimseny: Flanting a Seed of Siewargship for Fulung Ganeralions

Cur fends al This Fam CARES shared (his video with us b0 give you an
Iresacie ook & Mowe Buc Khom Murseny 15 planning for fubure generations.
Envirgnmenial siewardship has bedn a prioaty in iheir planning and
Implesmentation of managemend practices for more than 20 years, and they
conT plan io slop now_ YWhen asked wity Buckhom Nursery is a Tamm that
CARES. Lambed responded, T comes fiom our upbinging. We wene taught
b b mindful of otfers. take cane of our empiay ees. and lake care of our
land. . We are constantly loking 1 how we 0o things 1o see If 'we can
make any Emprovements.”

CI;Z_JIE‘_!_,F Lambert

Published December 2016



Tam Parenting Magazine
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Congrataiatons 1o the This Farm CARES program which has recognized 60

farraly-cramind farms. across the state of Flonda for thair best practices in Ever wonder where the grass from your yand comes from?7? Tums out, we've Abmiost evenybody lowes blusbermes! We think you might love them éven

besng good slewards to the emarenment and the comemunity ol sod Tarmes within 2 short drive of Tampa Bayl more afer walthing this stony about Nony one Lithia bluebery farmer gol ner

This has been a collsboration of the Flonda Famm Buresu Federation, The Through the This Farm CARES program, Bethel Farms i Arcadia shares Stan

hj “”‘m‘: :uurwnr.u.s? ';msc VP e Watur Sdanagrement Diewists aciee how they've taken the steps 1o conserve water and reduce the amount of Thank you This Fam CARES and Christine Grovensiein of he Seeds of
fertiziers they need to use. They've even come up with a suger cool System Lowe Farm for shading your slony, Saving waler and growing such a delicious
o watber the sod underground which is helping fo reduce evaporation by 30 eyl

CELEBRATING FARMERS WHO CARE
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Published January 2017

A% comparad 10 tradiional irmgatken methods!

Published February 2017 Published March 2017
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The CARES Appreciation Dinner was held to recognize all of the past CARES recipients in the Mosaic area. More
than 450 invitations targeted previous CARES recipients, local officials and legislators, county Farm Bureau staff,
agricultural supporters and prominent farmers and ranchers who have not been recognized through CARES.

This event reinforced that the CARES recognition is not a one-time event, but a life-long appreciation for their

commitment to preserving our natural resources.

Keynote speakers voiced their appreciation to those involved in CARES and the importance of being good stewards.
This was a great event to encourage and re-energize past recipients to advocate for CARES at various events
throughout the year. Our hope would be that this event grows to equal our annual Suwannee CARES event which

draws between 500-700 guest each year.
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GELEBRATE
EAT DANGE CHAT

Youre Insifed

2017 CARES
APPRECIATION DINNER

Join us as we celebrate the environmental
stewardship of our local farmers and ranchers.

Thursday, Feb. 16 at 6 p.m.

Hosted By

Rocking H Ranch
2200 Ewell Rd.
Lakeland, FL 33811

Please RSVP by Feb. 2 to jason.mathis@ffbf.org

2
AL
'y X%

BUREAU

THIS FARM

. CARES

Invitation Postcard Front

LIVE MUSIC DRINKS
STEAK DINNER RAFFLE

SPECIAL REMARKS BY:

Jake Rabum: '

State Representative, é?g‘d;:fob"c k

Distict 57 Florida Farm Bureau
Federation

Brian Armstrong:
Executive Director,

South West Florida Cary Lightsey:
Water Management Florida Cattlieman,
District Lightsey Cattle Co.

Thisis an invite only event. Two seats have
been reserved for you.

Invitation Postcard Back
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This Farm CARES hosted two educational BMP workshops targeting producers to provide updates and
information on environmental stewardship practices that protect the farmer’s resources and bottom line.

The workshops were hosted to allow producers to see firsthand how implementing BMPs can improve

productivity with fewer inputs while reducing their impact on the environment. Approximately 100 people
attended the workshops.




We created a trifold brochure, targeted to
agricultural producers, that detailed the
CARES Program, BMPs and how to get
involved.

These brochures are available to county
Farm Bureaus to display in their offices.

They are also available at all CARES
events and all events where there is a
This Farm CARES booth including county
Farm Bureau annual meetings, Florida
Cattlemen’s State Convention and Florida
Farm Bureau’s Annual Meeting just to
name a few.

THIS FARM

. CARES

CARES PROGRAM

The County Allance for Resgonalble
Environmental Stewardship, or CARES program,
meognires fammen and ranchers wiho bave vohantarily
implemanied Bent Managoment Pactices (BMPs) on
thelr property.

Farmers.and ran hers who meet BWP standans ane
pubidy moognized wich 3 CARES sign to dsplay on ther
proparty a5 abadge of sowardship. Ths s gn sarvet
atool to demonstmie that Florkda's farm familins am

axc tivarly invol wed In grotec ting our envienmant and
Sipsia g the bty and naturnd kall ars of owr stme




HOW DO | PARTICIPATE®

BEST MANAGEMENT (""" < ey
PRACTICES? s ot et e

o with the coordinator ina FREE ASSESSMENT

BMPy aro bused on Unbarsity of Florida Insuiuta of Food snd

Agricultural Scinoes (UF/IFAS) resoanch and are pracrical,
cint=alfective actlons that am ﬁslylnl o banarfit water quality
and water conservation whils rn.tlnhlrlngnl' e ndum:lng
agricuitual production. FDACS dovelops and adopts agncubtural
BMPs by rule for ditferant typas of agnculmml opernons.

For meaee infonma

WHY SHOULD | IMPLEMENT?

Tha Florida Department of Enviroemantal Protection (DEF)
i davveboping Basin Management Action Plam (BMAPS] 1o

meet adopted water quality target: called Total Maximum T H I S FA R M
Dally Loads (TMDLs). Whore FDEP adopis 2 BMAP that

Includes agyicuthure, producons must efther implemant CA R E S
FDACS-adopted BMPs, or conduct monteding (prescribed by

[FO¥ER or the water managenent district) to show they are not CONTACT:

wiolting wator quality standands. Jason Mathis

implenanting (and maintaining) verified FOACS-adoptod CARES Coordinator-Agriculurl Policy -
BAPs provides a presusmption of complianca with state wated Floida Farm Bureau Federation 'c'
qualiny standlzeds for the pollutants addressed by tha BMP P e

Bligeble produucers quality for furds that assiet farmers and o ety *"

ranchais in the BMP implomentatin piooedad

PECAID SPONSOH OF THE CARRL FROGRAM
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The CARES program started in 2001 as a way to promote environmentally sound and economically viable
farming practices and to publicly recognize those farmers and ranchers who have voluntarily implemented
Best Management Practices (BMPs) on their property.

Since 2013, Florida Farm Bureau has recognized 72 producers in the Mosaic region for their hard work and
dedication to protecting and preserving our precious resources through the implementation of sound
environmental management and nutrient stewardship practices.

Each CARES recipient receives a certificate and a “This Farm CARES” sign that serves as a tool to educate and
demonstrate to the public that Florida agriculture is committed to environmental stewardship.

Hillsborough County
 Farm Bureau

iy Fit -

O @ @®
THIS FARM THIS FARM THIS FARM
THIS FARM CARES [l CARES [lll CARES

ThisFarmEares oig

IsFarmCares.org

CARES
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THANKYOU FOR YOUR
PARTNERSHIP!

THIS FARM
CARES



